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 South Perth City Council

 Sandgate St. & South Terrace

 South Perth, W.A.

Your Worship,

Re:   Milson Street Box Trees and council’s tree removal / replacement policy.

It has been brought to my attention that a resident has requested the removal of a verge tree and has circulated a petition in support of the removal of the Box Trees in the street.  Apparently, the council will remove these trees if there is sufficient support from the residents; otherwise the resident has to pay the full costs of the removal of the verge tree.

As a frequent visitor to South Perth, may I say that Milson Street it is one of the most stunning streets in the suburb because of its many character homes surrounded by glorious mature trees, both private and public. The social, health, environmental and financial benefits to the community by far outweigh any maintenance costs or nuisance factors that may be behind such requests for removal.

I have provided the following information and just one attachment outlining the internationally recognized benefits of urban trees, in the hope that you will be able to convince both the council and the resident or residents that destroying these public assets has many negative consequences for the whole community:

1.  Loss of shade for pedestrians, loss of shade for vehicles that are often parked 

     in the streets and on shady verges (often someone else’s),  and loss of shade 

     that protects soil and  prevents the evaporation of precious water.

2.  Loss of the slowing down of urban run-off during rain by leaves and roots. 

3.  Loss of the air- cooling benefits to nearby houses and pedestrians, through the  

     transpiration by trees, 

4.   Loss of amenity because trees beautify these much sought after leafy suburbs.

5.   Loss to property values because buyers pay more to live in leafy suburbs.

6.   Loss of habitat for the wildlife that brings pleasure to so many people.

        More and more native wildlife comes to our leafy suburbs as urban 

        bushland is destroyed  ( AK Reserve most recently).

 7.   Loss of pollution-filtration by leaves in an increasingly polluted

       environment due to increasing vehicular traffic.

8. Loss of the CO2  SEQUESTRATION  performed by trees at a time of 

      dangerous Climate Change.   Mature trees sequester as much as 70 times the 

      CO2 sequestered by small trees.  No amount of tree planting can keep up 

      with the damage being done by the removal of our mature trees

9.  Added environmental loss through the release of CO2 back into the air 

       through the wood-chipping process.

If members of council or administration do not understand any of the above then I will endeavour to direct them to the information that they need before making these decisions relating to street tree policies.

The city decimated its Cape Lilacs, having destroyed hundreds of them over just a few years.  Now it seems that the council is considering a similar strategy for its Box Trees in Milson Street.  The council must understand that it does not matter who pays for the destruction of the trees; the practice must stop because it is totally misguided.  Irrespective of who pays, the removal of street trees is tantamount to environmental vandalism.

Your Worship, as you have an environmental background and are relatively new to the council, I am hoping that you will be able to have some influence and provide fresh thinking about environmental issues to both the council, its administrative staff and those ratepayers who seem to have little knowledge of the environmental and health benefits of mature trees.

Our children and teenagers need the oxygen that trees provide, their shady canopies to protect them from the sun and their many urban and health benefits

There is much valuable information on the internet about the need to preserve mature trees. Simply typing in: “Tree Cities USA”, “Urban Forests”, “the Benefits of Urban Trees” etc., will open up a world of useful information that the council could promote through a public awareness campaign. 

I sincerely hope that the council will give due consideration to the dangers associated with this level of tree removal, review its current policies and better inform some of its residents about the benefits of urban trees.

I have attached the Trees Count Benefits Street Tree Census- City of New York,

                                Department of Parks and Recreation

Yours  sincerely,

Alex  Jones

